Doral Middle School

ESOL / Language Arts  

2008-2009
Dear Parents:


I would like this opportunity to welcome your children into my classroom and to establish communication with you. I believe that together we can embark on a productive year in which your children’s education will be enhanced. The following is an outline of the class. If you have any questions, you may reach me at (305) 592-2822 Ext. _______
through e-mail at: ______________________________________________________
Course Description: 


The purpose of this class is to develop the ability to use, interpret, and appreciate spoken and written English. 

Content includes: the development of vocabulary and grammar, the study of literature, practice in writing for a variety of purposes and audiences, activities in listening, speaking, and critical thinking, as well as in the use of reference materials. Developmental reading strategies will also be incorporated and practiced.     

Classroom Procedures: 

1. Students will be in their assigned seats at the start of the class. Unexcused tardiness will affect a student’s grade and could result in a detention. Students will be seated quietly, and have all their required materials ready to begin. There will be a posted “Bell Activity” and an “Analogy” which are to be copied daily and worked on as soon as students come into class. These will be checked for periodically for a class grade. 

2. Students are expected to remain seated in their assigned desk throughout the class. Students must raise their hand to ask permission to leave their seats to sharpen pencils, throw away trash, etc…

3. When working in cooperative groups, students will: speak softly, stay with their groups, follow directions, listen to their peers, take turns speaking and be courteous.

4. Students are responsible for ALL the material missed during absences (excused or unexcused). With over 100 students enrolled in my classes, I cannot always possibly remember who was out on any particular day or what that person missed. It is YOUR responsibility as the student to come to ME, the teacher, within a reasonably amount of time and request any missed homework assignments. A one-week period is considered a reasonable amount of time (For longer periods, arrangements will be made only at the teacher’s discretion). 

5. Home-leaning assignments will be posted daily on the lower right-corner of the board. Assignments WILL NOT be accepted late under any circumstances. A grade of Zero will be recorded for any assignment not turned in on its due date.    

Classroom Rules: 

1. Students will follow the Code of Student Handbook. 

2. Students will take turns speaking. Students will raise their hands before giving an answer or asking a question.

3. Students will listen and follow the teacher’s directions.

4. Students will show respect for their teachers and other classmates.

5. Students will come to class prepared. That means you must bring enough paper and pencil/pen to write. I recommend a notebook with plenty of paper and 4 dividers. 1. Bell Activity 2. Classnotes/Classwork 3. Homework 4. Reading Logs. There will be a lot of writing in my class, so be prepared to write.  

6. Pencils are to be sharpened before class begins. I recommend a mechanical pencil and several pens on hand. 

7. No food, candy, gum or drinks are permitted in the classroom. A daily conduct grade of “F” will be given to anyone not adhering to this rule.

8. Reading logs MUST be brought daily and kept updated. Random checks will be conducted. 

9. There will be NO BATHROOM breaks during my class. If you have a medical condition that requires that you go to the bathroom regularly, please bring me an appropriate medical excuse. Otherwise, you must go either before or after class begins. A courtesy one- time bathroom break every grading period will be awarded for true emergencies. Use it wisely. Once you have used it, no exceptions will be made. 

10. Students are expected to bring a “reading” book for Silent Reading day.  Non-acceptable books include but are not limited to cartoons, picture-only-books, and dictionaries. Acceptable books are any books which are literature-based, story books, novels and magazines with reading articles. If you are not sure, please seek my approval before you bring the book.   

If you choose to break a Rule: 


First time: 
A verbal or written warning will be issued. 

Second time:
A grade of “F” will be issued for this day on the grade book. A parent conference may also be made.  


Third time: 
A Detention will be written and a parent call will be made. 


Fourth time: 
A Referral will be written and a parent call will be made.  

Additional Information: 

1. Grades will be given on a system of cumulative credits based on classwork, special assignments, homework, and assessment quizzes and tests. Your grade of (A, B, C, D, or F) will depend on your performance. 5% OF YOUR FINAL GRADE will be based on my criteria of your overall performance. 

2. Detentions may be given when a student regularly does not complete or turn in homework.

3. Papers with no name will receive a Zero grade.

4. Personal notes, pictures, and work from another class other than mine will be taken away.

5. Toys, magazines, cards, walkman, or any element of distraction will be taken away and parents will have to come in to have them returned.

6. Serious violations, such as fighting or outright lack of disrespect will receive an automatic referral.

7. I have a ZERO tolerance policy on cheating during quizzes, tests or homework assignments. Any student caught cheating will receive a Zero on the assignment and a parent conference will be immediately scheduled to discuss the offence. 
Your signature below states that you have read and you understand my class rules, procedures and consequences as outlined on the previous 3 pages. 
You also state that you have read the Materials List (on attached page) and are aware of what will be needed for Language Arts/ESOL class this school year. 

_____________________________


___________________________
       Student Name





Student Signature

_____________________________


___________________________

    Parent/Guardian Name



  Parent/Guardian Signature








  Date: __________________

Please include the following information for contact purposes (or emergencies): 

Phone: 
Home: 
______________________

Alternate #1: 
______________________



Alternate#2: 
______________________
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