	DISCIPLINARY WRITING EXERCISE


Dear parent,

Your child, _______________________________________________ has failed to follow established classroom/school rules.  As a consequence, s/he is now required to write a Discipline Essay on the topic indicated below.  The topic selected is directly related to the area in which improvements in behavior can be made.  It is my hope that this exercise will allow your child to reflect on his/her actions and how this continued behavior could negatively impact his/her academic progress.  This is a serious matter.  

To acknowledge that you have reviewed your child’s Discipline Essay and discussed this issue with him/her, please affix your signature below.  This assignment is due the day after it was issued.  (See below)

	X


	X
	X

	Mr. Gonzalez, Language Arts / ESOL
	Parent Signature
	Child Signature

	Date Issued:
	Date:
	Date:

	
	Telephone:
	


	Note(s):




Directions for essays

Essays must be at least 250 words in length and follow the rules of good grammar and composition.  Essays must be neat, legible, and in the student’s own handwriting.  Use the back of this sheet.  Attach additional sheets if necessary.  Place the word count at the end of the essay. 

Failure to complete this exercise will result in a detention being issued.
TOPICS FOR ESSAYS

1. Being on time for class - How does this affect my classmates, my education, and me?  How will building good habits now benefit me in the future?

2. Being prepared - What materials do I need to be prepared for class?  How will this help me to be a better student?

3. Treating my classmates with respect - What are the different ways in which I can speak and act respectfully?  Why should I treat others with respect?

4. Showing respect to my teacher - Why should I show respect to my teachers?  What are some ways in which I can speak and act with respect?

5. Observing school rules - Why doesn’t the school allow such things as chewing gum, eating candy, brushing hair, putting on makeup, playing radios, shooting rubber bands, etc., in class?

6. Being honest - How does being dishonest hurt others and me?  What are some situations in which honesty is important?

7. Improving my self-control - How does excessive talking and socializing in class affect my classmates and me?  How can I improve my self-control?

8. The importance of education - Why do I go to school?  What do I hope to achieve from my education?  How can I improve my attitude toward school?

9. Using my time wisely - What are some things I can do to make good use of my time in the classroom?  What are some of the ways in which students make poor use of their time?  

10. Paying attention in class - How does paying attention help me to be a better student?  What are some of the things which distract me and make it difficult for me to pay attention?  How can I overcome these problems?

11. Following directions - Why is it important to follow directions in the classroom, in the cafeteria, on the bus, during fire drills, in the hallways?  How can following directions affect my schoolwork and my safety?

12. Accepting responsibility - What responsibilities do I, as a student, have toward my classmates, my teachers, my school and myself?  How does it affect others when I fail to respect these responsibilities?  

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Attach additional sheets if necessary

WORD COUNT: 

