	CONVERSATION TOPIC 1: GETTING ACQUAINTED                                              Tell your partner about yourself before you ask each of these   questions.  

· What name do your family and close friends call you? 

· What is you birthplace? 

· Why do you need to speak English? 

· What do you say to people who ask, "Tell me, what kind of work do you do?" 

· What do you like to do more than anything else in the world? 

· What three adjectives other people might use to describe your personality? 

· What was the happiest year of your life? 

· Where did you spend your best vacation? 

· What is your favorite food? What kind of food you like the most?

· What should people do to avoid problems with food?

· What kind of activities do you enjoy doing in your free time? 

	 

	

	        CONVERSATION TOPIC 2
        COMING TO THE UNITED STATES 

· Describe the events leading up to your arrival in the U.S. 

· Talk about the decisions you had to make, and the things you had to take care of before you could leave your country. 

· Recall you first impressions of the U.S. 

· Compare your impressions upon arrival to the picture that you had of this country before you arrived. 

· Describe your first speaking encounter with a native speaker of English. 

· Talk about your interest in languages, and describe the pleasure you get from learning English and speaking with people? 

       ASPIRATIONS
· Talk about the most important goals in your life right now. 

· Describe any frustrations you may be experiencing in trying to achieve your goals. 

· Explain why learning or practicing English is so important to you. 

       DAY-TO-DAY EXISTENCE 

· Compare your lifestyle in the U.S. with your lifestyle in your country. 

· Living in a foreign country can be extremely hard. Talk about some of the difficulties, other than speaking another language, that worry you the most. 

· How do you keep in touch with your family and friends back home? 

· What do you prefer speaking by phone or talking with somebody face to face? What is the difference? 

· Many people use the internet everyday to write e-mails or chat on line with friends and family members, what is your view/opinion about this?

	

	       CONVERSATION TOPIC 3
       INTERESTS 

· Talk about some of your interests, hobbies and favorite pastimes. 

· Describe the kinds of things you like to read for pleasure. Compare them to the materials you must read for work or other purposes. 

· Describe the social and professional activities that give you the most opportunity to speak English. 


PREFERENCES 

· Talk about the time of day, the day of the week, and the season of the year you enjoy most. 

· Describe the kind of natural environment you enjoy best or would like to live in. 

INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE

· What countries have you visited or lived in? 

· Do you have any immediate plans to travel or move to another place? 

· Why did you decide to move to the United States?

	

	       CONVERSATION TOPIC 4
       NAMES, NICKNAMES, AND TERMS OF ENDEARMENT 
· Give a brief history of your own given and family names: where they come from and what they mean, if anything, in your language. Mention any unusual circumstances surrounding your family's choice of your given name(s). 
· Explain how names are changed in your country, either by choice, or upon marriage. 

· There are people who change their names after they come to the U.S., explain why. 

· Recall some of the English names you have seen or heard. Ask your partner to tell you whether these names are common or unusual. 

· Do you feel fine with your name or would you like to change it?

· Describe the nicknaming customs followed in your country. Mention some of the more common nicknames in your country. Talk about your own nickname(s). 

· Describe some of the "pet" names reserved for family members in your country. 

	

	       CONVERSATION TOPIC 5
       SO LITTLE TIME 

· Compare life in your country to that of where you live in the U.S. Talk about your own idea of time and different attitudes about the value of time you've noticed since you came to the United States. Mention such activities as waiting on line, talking to people in person, talking on the telephone. 

· What are some of the activities you value most in life, and how do you find the time to do them? 

· If you decided to spend three more hours a week practicing English, how would you find the time? 

· What time-wasting activities do you resent the most? 

· How much free time do you have? 

· Do you have more, or less, free time in the U.S. than you had in your country? 
· Who do you think has more free time: men or women? Why do you think so? 
· Watching TV consumes 37 percent of the free time women in the U.S. and 39 percent of the free time of men in the U.S. Compare the amount of time people in the U.S. spend watching TV to the amount of time people in your country spend watching TV. 

· Time-management experts advise people who want to get control of their time to keep a minute-by-minute log of how they spend their time for a week. How helpful do you think this advice is? 

	

	       YOUR BACKGROUND IN ENGLISH 

· Describe how, where, why, and how you have been learning English before? 

· What versions of English do you like the most (British, Canadian, or American)? 
· Have all of your teachers been native-English speakers? Which versions of English did they speak? 
· Can you distinguish the various regional and national accents of English speakers? Which versions of English did they speak? How much opportunity did you have to speak English before coming to the U.S.? 

· How much do you think your English has improved since coming to the U.S.? 

· How many opportunities do you have to speak English during a typical week? 

	

	       CONVERSATION TOPIC 6

       YOUR LANGUAGE GOALS 
· What aspects of the English language give you the most trouble: listening comprehension, speaking, learning new words, understanding grammar, or writing? 
· On what aspect of English would you most like to concentrate in your sessions with your partner? 
· How quickly do you want your English to improve? 

· What level of fluency are you aiming for? 

       YOUR LEARNING STYLE 

· Do you learn best by listening to a teacher, or by studying on your own? 

· Are you good at memorizing? 

· Do you like to take tests? 

· What was the best learning experience you ever had? 

· If you wanted to find out your level of English proficiency, what kind of test do you feel would most accurately assess your present English skills? 

	

	

	       CONVERSATION TOPIC 8     

       YOUR COUNTRY'S ASSETS AND ATTRIBUTES 

· Describe what you like best about your country and your village/town/city. 

· What are some of your country's most popular tourist attractions? 

· What would you change about your country and your village/town/city, if you could? 

· What do you think is the most critical problem facing your country at this time? 

· How do you deep up with current events in your country? 

· If you could live anywhere in the world, where would you like to live? 

        ATTITUDES 

· Would you describe the people of your country as optimists or pessimists? 

· Where do you think people in the US get most of their ideas about your country? 

· How do people in your country perceive people who live in the US? 

	

	

	

	        EDUCATION 

· How does the educational system in your country differ from the educational system in the United States? 

· In the U.S., the school "year" lasts about nine months, from late August or early September to late May or June. When does the school year begin and end in your country? 

· How much does it cost to get a college education in your country? 

· Are teachers respected and paid well in your country? 

· What was your last year in school like? 



	

	       CONVERSATION TOPIC 9

       YOUR COUNTRY'S HISTORY 

· How interested are you in your country's history? 

· What events in your country's history have most affected you or your family personally? 

· What famous figures in your country's history do you feel everyone should know about? 

· What would your life have been like if you had lived in your country 100 years ago? 
       LIFESTYLE AND RECREATION 

· What's the biggest difference between your lifestyle in your country and your lifestyle in the U.S.? 

· How would you describe the cuisine of your country to someone who had never tasted it? 

· What foods and beverages are unique to your home region? 
· How many hours a day and how many hours a week do most people in your country work? 
· What are some of the more popular leisure activities in your country? 


	       CONVERSATION TOPIC 10
· What are your favorite holidays, and why do you enjoy them so much? 
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